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7. Receptiveness to community engagement 
Key finding 
• Individuals	will	be	at	any	one	of	four	stages	of	fire	readiness	and	receptiveness	
• These	 four	 levels	 of	 bushfire	 readiness	 will	 guide	 bushfire	 preparation	
engagement	activities	
• 	

























































8. The research target communities and what we know 















































































































Dau Road 39 23 7 5 11 16 









23 12 4 1 7 11 
Highgate 
Road 
53 26 8 5 13 27 


















 Total population 
(houses not 
approached in 
the first round) 
Sample 
size 
Yes  No Not 
home/ 
dog 
Dau Road 16 4 1 2 1 
Vayro Road 9 4 2 2 0 
Recreation Reserve Road 16 4 1 1 2 
Hodgson Vale-Boundary 
Road 
11 6 2 0 4 
Highgate Road 27 8 1 2 5 













































































































    Hodgson Vale Highfields Total 
    Yes No Yes No Yes No 
Do your neighbours know 
you? 
N 15 1 17 0 32 1 
% 93.8% 6.3% 100.0% 0.0% 97.0% 3.0% 
Do your neighbours 
socialise with each other? 
N 14 2 16 1 30 3 
% 87.5% 12.5% 94.1% 5.9% 90.9% 9.1% 
Do your neighbours co-
operate? 
N 15 1 16 0 31 1 
% 93.8% 6.3% 100.0% 0.0% 96.9% 3.1% 
Could you get help from 
your neighbours? 
N 16 0 17 0 33 0 
% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 
Do you feel a sense of 
personal connection with 
neighbours? 
N 12 4 16 1 28 5 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































  Hodgson 
Vale 
Highfields Total % 
Don't think it is worth it 
(risk/benefit) 
7 6 13 39.39 
Cost 5 7 12 36.36 
Too busy 3 7 10 30.30 
Hadn't got around to it 2 8 10 30.30 
Restrictions/laws on vegetation 
removal 
1 4 5 15.15 
Don't think it will make a difference 2 3 5 15.15 
Not sure what to do 2 3 5 15.15 
Physical difficulty doing the work 1 4 5 15.15 
Hadn't thought about it 1 1 2 6.06 
Lack of equipment 1 1 2 6.06 
Didn't want to change the way the 
place looks 
0 1 1 3.03 
Renting the property 1 1 2 6.06 

































  Hodgson 
Vale 
Highfields Total Total % 
From a meeting held by the Rural Fire Service 7 46.7% 8 53.3% 15 45.45 
From brochures delivered by the RFS 6 54.5% 5 45.5% 11 33.33 
From the RFS or some other fire agency website 1 33.3% 2 66.7% 3 9.09 
On social media 2 66.7% 1 33.3% 3 9.09 
Other (all sources) 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1 3.03 
From neighbours 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.00 
From television or radio 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.00 
From the council 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.00 









































































































































































































































































Strongly		disagree	 Disagree	 Nether	agree	or	disagree	 Agree	 Strongly	agree	
USQ	|QFES	Toowoomba	Escarpment	project	report	 54	
	















  Hodgson Vale Highfields Total Total % 
  N % N %   
None – I have no equipment or 
knowledge 
5 100.0% 0 0.0% 5 15.15 
Low – I have some equipment and a 
little knowledge 
6 40.0% 9 60.0% 15 45.45 
Moderate – I have good equipment 
and knowledge 
5 38.5% 8 61.5% 13 39.39 
Good – I am set up to fight a bushfire 
and have experience 
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.00 
	
	






































17. Storm preparedness - perceptions and actuals 

































































































































Total Total % 
 Yes Yes   
Don't think it is worth it (risk/benefit) 9 9 18 54.55 
Not sure what to do 2 5 7 21.21 
Cost 5 1 6 18.18 
Lack of equipment 3 2 5 15.15 
Don't think it will make a difference 3 2 5 15.15 
Hadn't got around to it 1 4 5 15.15 
Physical difficulty doing the work 0 4 4 12.12 
Hadn't thought about it 1 2 3 9.09 
Restrictions/laws on vegetation removal 0 2 2 6.06 
Too busy 1 1 2 6.06 
Didn't want to change the way the 
place looks 
0 1 1 3.03 
Lack of options for large animals 0 1 1 3.03 






























































































































































20. Preparation for storm and bushfire as a result of 
















  Hodgson Vale Highfields   




Intentions to prepare more for storm 
after completing the interview 
7 9 12 5 19 57.58 
Intentions to prepare more for bushfire 
after completing the interview 



























































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix 1: Profile of the Highfields/Blue Mountain Heights 





Population 3,418   
Males  49.8%   
Females 50.2%   
Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander 0.8%   
Employed  97.6% 95.1% 93.9% 
Weekly household income $1,716 $1,059 $1,227 
Median age 35 37 36 
Couples with children 53% 29% 30% 
Older couples without children 8% 11% 9% 
Households with a mortgage 54% 32% 33% 
Households renting 7% 30% 32% 
Non-English speaking backgrounds 3% 5% 9% 
Uni degree 20% 14% 16% 
TAFE qualifications 22% 20% 20% 
    
Babies and preschoolers 8.2%   
Primary schoolers 13.3%   
Secondary schoolers 12.7%   
Tertiary students and under 25s 6.7%   
Young workforce 25-34 8.2%   
Parents and homebuilders (35-49) 24.6%   
Older workers and pre-retirees (50-59)* 14.2%   
Empty nesters and retirees (60-69)* 8.4%   
Seniors (70-84)* 3.1%   
Elderly (over 85) 0.6%   
Disabled (people who need assistance with core 
activities) 












Population 10,268   
Males  49.1%   
Females 50.9%   
Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander 1.4%   
Employed  97.2% 95.1% 93.9% 
Weekly household income $1,577 $1,059 $1,227 
Median age 39 37 36 
Couples with children 43% 29% 30% 
Older couples without children 14% 11% 9% 
Households with a mortgage 43% 32% 33% 
Households renting 14% 30% 32% 
Non-English speaking backgrounds 4% 5% 9% 
Uni degree 20% 14% 16% 
TAFE qualifications 22% 20% 20% 
    
Babes and preschoolers 6.9%   
Primary schoolers* 12.9%   
Secondary schoolers* 10.2%   
Tertiary  
students 
5.5%   
Young workforce 25-34 7.9%   
Parents and homebuilders (35-49)* 22.7%   
Older workers and pre-retirees (50-59)* 14.3%   
Empty nesters and retirees (60-69) 11.4%   
Seniors (70-84) 7.5%   
Elderly (over 85) 0.7%   
Disabled (people who need assistance with core 
activities) 

































Appendix 5: Summary of respondent and property features 
Features of interview respondents Hodgson Vale Highfields   
 N % N Row N 
% 
Total % of total 
Property 
type 
House on standard 
residential block 
1 33.3% 2 66.7% 3 9.09 
House on large lifestyle 
block 
15 51.7% 14 48.3% 29 87.88 
Working farm 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1 3.03 
Subtotal 16 48.5% 17 51.5% 33 100.00 
Distance to 
the bush 
Up to 20m 1 50.0% 1 50.0% 2 6.06 
30-50m 9 81.8% 2 18.2% 11 33.33 
80-100m 4 40.0% 6 60.0% 10 30.30 
200-400m 1 25.0% 3 75.0% 4 12.12 
500-600m 1 20.0% 4 80.0% 5 15.15 
800-1000m 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1 3.03 




Other 1 100.0% 0 0.0% 1 3.03 
Steel and 
iron /colourbond 
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.00 
Timber 0 0.0% 3 100.0% 3 9.09 
Brick /block and timber 4 57.1% 3 42.9% 7 21.21 
Brick /block 8 53.3% 7 46.7% 15 45.45 
Brick and 
steel /colourbond 
1 50.0% 1 50.0% 2 6.06 
Steel and 
iron /colourbond and 
timber 
2 40.0% 3 60.0% 5 15.15 
Subtotal 16 48.5% 17 51.5% 33 100.00 
Age of the 
house 
0-5 years 0 0.0% 2 100.0% 2 6.06 
6-10 years 6 100.0% 0 0.0% 6 18.18 
11-15 years 4 50.0% 4 50.0% 8 24.24 
16-20 years 1 20.0% 4 80.0% 5 15.15 
21-25 years 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1 3.03 
Older than 25 years 5 45.5% 6 54.5% 11 33.33 
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Features of interview respondents Hodgson Vale Highfields   
Subtotal 16 48.5% 17 51.5% 33 100.00 
Age of the 
respondent 
18-24 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1 3.03 
25-29 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1 3.03 
30-34 1 100.0% 0 0.0% 1 3.03 
35-44 4 66.7% 2 33.3% 6 18.18 
45-54 1 33.3% 2 66.7% 3 9.09 
55-64 4 44.4% 5 55.6% 9 27.27 
65-74 4 50.0% 4 50.0% 8 24.24 
75-84 2 66.7% 1 33.3% 3 9.09 
85 or older 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1 3.03 
Subtotal 16 48.5% 17 51.5% 33 100.00 
Length of 
time living in 
the house 
0-4 years 6 54.5% 5 45.5% 11 33.33 
5-9 years 3 50.0% 3 50.0% 6 18.18 
10-14 years 5 50.0% 5 50.0% 10 30.30 
15-19 years 2 66.7% 1 33.3% 3 9.09 
20+ years 0 0.0% 3 100.0% 3 9.09 
Subtotal 16 48.5% 17 51.5% 33 100.00 
Ownership 
status 
Renting 1 33.33%  2 66.64%  3 9.09 
Own/mortgage 15 50.00%  15 50.00% 30 90.91 
Managing/housesitting 0 0  0 0  0 0.00 















% of Total 
Respondents 




2 1 3 9.1 
Manager/managing 
director 
2 0 2 6.1 
Bus driver 0 1 1 3.03 
Company director 0 1 1 3.03 
Construction 0 1 1 3.03 
Consultant 0 1 1 3.03 
Financial planner 0 1 1 3.03 
Freelance caterer 0 1 1 3.03 
Nursery hand 0 1 1 3.03 
Oil and gas worker 0 1 1 3.03 
Palaeobotanist/ 
Pathology ass. 
0 1 1 3.03 
Podiatrist 0 1 1 3.03 
Retired Aero Engineer 0 1 1 3.03 
Schools officer part 
time 
0 1 1 3.03 
Teacher and RN 0 1 1 3.03 
Business owner 1 0 1 3.03 
Customer service 1 0 1 3.03 
Mechanic 1 0 1 3.03 
Researcher 1 0 1 3.03 
Software Developer 1 0 1 3.03 










Level	 Yes	 No	 Not	applicable	
B=1,I=2,	
A=3	 Count	 Row	N	%	Count	 Row	N	%	Count	 Row	N	%	
BFgrassleaves	 1	 33	 100.0%	 0	 0.0%	 0	 0.0%	
BFGutters	 1	 32	 97.0%	 1	 3.0%	 0	 0.0%	
BFbushes	 1	 30	 90.9%	 2	 6.1%	 1	 3.0%	
BFcombustibles	 1	 32	 97.0%	 1	 3.0%	 0	 0.0%	
BFfurniture	 1	 9	 27.3%	 15	 45.5%	 9	 27.3%	
BFprotectivekit	 2	 12	 36.4%	 21	 63.6%	 0	 0.0%	
BFmentalplan	 1	 26	 78.8%	 7	 21.2%	 0	 0.0%	
BFdiscussfamily	 2	 20	 60.6%	 9	 27.3%	 4	 12.1%	
BRFwrittenplan	 2	 3	 9.1%	 29	 87.9%	 1	 3.0%	
BFagencyinfo	 1	 15	 45.5%	 18	 54.5%	 0	 0.0%	
BFtruckaccess	 2	 29	 87.9%	 2	 6.1%	 2	 6.1%	
BFtapshosesbckts	 2	 33	 100.0%	 0	 0.0%	 0	 0.0%	
BFsafeevacplace	 2	 17	 51.5%	 15	 45.5%	 1	 3.0%	
BFevacforpets	 2	 9	 27.3%	 12	 36.4%	 12	 36.4%	
BFevaclargeanimals	 3	 4	 12.1%	 3	 9.1%	 26	 78.8%	
BFgreenplants	 2	 31	 93.9%	 2	 6.1%	 0	 0.0%	
BFevacroutes	 2	 16	 51.6%	 12	 38.7%	 3	 9.7%	
BFmonitorweather	 2	 31	 93.9%	 2	 6.1%	 0	 0.0%	
BFbattopradio	 2	 23	 69.7%	 10	 30.3%	 0	 0.0%	
BFpetsupplies	 2	 1	 3.0%	 11	 33.3%	 21	 63.6%	
BFimpdocs	 2	 7	 21.2%	 25	 75.8%	 1	 3.0%	
BFdangerraatingssigns	 2	 26	 78.8%	 7	 21.2%	 0	 0.0%	
BFmobilephonecharge	 2	 18	 56.3%	 12	 37.5%	 2	 6.3%	
BFpracticeplan	 3	 5	 15.2%	 25	 75.8%	 3	 9.1%	
BFindependntwater	 3	 24	 72.7%	 9	 27.3%	 0	 0.0%	
BFfirepump	 3	 8	 24.2%	 25	 75.8%	 0	 0.0%	
BFwindowcovers	 3	 2	 6.3%	 30	 93.8%	 0	 0.0%	
BFfirebreaks	 3	 17	 51.5%	 12	 36.4%	 4	 12.1%	
BFroofsprinklers	 3	 2	 6.1%	 31	 93.9%	 0	 0.0%	
BFsecpower	 3	 7	 21.2%	 26	 78.8%	 0	 0.0%	
BFapp	 3	 2	 6.1%	 30	 90.9%	 1	 3.0%	
BFgobag	 3	 10	 30.3%	 23	 69.7%	 0	 0.0%	











Level	 Yes	 No	 Not	applicable	
	 Count	 Row	N	%	Count	 Row	N	%	Count	 Row	N	%	
Strmgrassleaves	 1	 33	 100.0%	 0	 0.0%	 0	 0.0%	
Strmgutters	 1	 32	 97.0%	 1	 3.0%	 0	 0.0%	
Strmtrees	 1	 31	 93.9%	 1	 3.0%	 1	 3.0%	
Strmcheckroof	 1	 33	 100.0%	 0	 0.0%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormsaferoom	 1	 21	 63.6%	 12	 36.4%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormutilities	 1	 30	 90.9%	 3	 9.1%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormoutsidefurn	 1	 19	 57.6%	 12	 36.4%	 2	 6.1%	
Stormmentalplan	 1	 19	 57.6%	 14	 42.4%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormwrittenplan	 2	 0	 0.0%	 31	 96.9%	 1	 3.1%	
Stormplanfamily	 2	 13	 40.6%	 16	 50.0%	 3	 9.4%	
Stormprtctionkit	 2	 8	 24.2%	 25	 75.8%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormagencyinfo	 2	 10	 30.3%	 23	 69.7%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormsafeplace	 2	 13	 39.4%	 18	 54.5%	 2	 6.1%	
Stormevacpets	 2	 9	 27.3%	 12	 36.4%	 12	 36.4%	
Stormlrganimalsevac	 3	 1	 3.1%	 4	 12.5%	 27	 84.4%	
Stormevacroutes	 2	 20	 62.5%	 9	 28.1%	 3	 9.4%	
Stormmonitorweather	2	 32	 97.0%	 1	 3.0%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormpetsgobag	 3	 3	 9.1%	 9	 27.3%	 21	 63.6%	
Stormbattopradio	 2	 22	 66.7%	 10	 30.3%	 1	 3.0%	
Stormmobilecharge	 2	 21	 63.6%	 11	 33.3%	 1	 3.0%	
Stormpracplan	 3	 2	 6.9%	 25	 86.2%	 2	 6.9%	
Stormwater3days	 3	 31	 93.9%	 2	 6.1%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormfood3days	 3	 32	 97.0%	 1	 3.0%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormwindowcovers	 3	 2	 6.1%	 31	 93.9%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormgobag	 3	 6	 18.8%	 26	 81.3%	 0	 0.0%	
Stormindpndtpower	 3	 9	 27.3%	 24	 72.7%	 0	 0.0%	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
